HIGH  SCHOOL  AND  UNIVERSITY 
MATRICULATION  EXAMINATIONS  BOARD. 

DEPARTMENTAL  EXAMINATIONS,  1929. 


ENGLISH  4. 
Literature. 


Time  — Three  hours. 

Values. 

12  1.  Do  the  witches  in  “Macbeth”  merely  predict,  or  do 

they  instigate  the  chief  actor  to  his  crime?  Quoting 
where  possible,  support  your  point  of  view  by  refer- 
ence to  the  part  played  by  them  both  in  the  opening 
Act  and  in  Acts  III  and  IV. 

14  2.  After  the  murder  of  Duncan,  Macbeth’s  misery  of 

mind  is  due  primarily  to  cowardly  fear  of  the  con- 
sequences of  his  crime.  Show  the  truth  of  this 
statement  by  tracing  his  actions  until  death  over- 
takes him. 


8 3.  (a)  In  what  connection  do  the  following  passages 

appear  in  “Lycidas”  and  what  is  the  meaning 
underlying  each  figurative  expression? 


(1)  “For  we  were  nurst  upon  the  self-same  hill, 

Fed  the  same  flock,  by  fountain,  shade,  and  rill.” 

(2)  “Alas ! what  boots  it  with  incessant  care 

To  tend  the  homely  slighted  shepherd’s  trade, 
And  strictly  meditate  the  thankless  muse?” 

(3)  “How  well  could  I have  spared  for  thee,  young 

swain, 

Enow  of  such  as  for  their  bellies’  sake, 

, Creep,  and  intrude,  and  climb  into  the  fold?”  - 

(4)  “Bid  Amaranthus  all  his  beauty  shed 

And  daffadillies  fill  their  cups  with  tears 
To  strew  the  laureate  hearse  where  Lycid  lies. 

For  so  to  interpose  a little  ease 

Let  our  frail  thoughts  dally  with  false  surmise.” 


Values. 

2 ( b ) What  evidence  do  you  find  in  “Lycidas”  that 

Milton  is  changing  from  the  lighter  style  of 
poetry  found  in  “L’ Allegro”  and  “II  Penser- 
oso”  to  the  more  austere  type  which  character- 
<•  ized  him  as  the  champion  of  Puritanism  ? 


8 4.  In  his  epistle  to  Abib,  Karshish,  the  Arab  physician, 

has  no  difficulty  in  explaining  the  purely  physio- 
logical side  of  the  case  which  he  mentions,  but  is 
unable  to  diagnose  to  his  entire  satisfaction  the 
mental  or  psychological  side.  Describe  what  he 
finds  strange  in  the  mental  condition  of  Lazarus. 
In  what  state  of  mind  is  Karshish  himself  left  by 
his  investigation? 
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5.  Quote: 
'(a) 


To  be  thus  is  nothing 


Either  < 


Thence  to  he  wrenched  with  an  unlineal  hand, 
No  son  of  mine  succeeding. 

(Fourteen  intervening  lines) 


( b ) Ah!  then,  if  mine  had  been  the  Painter’s  hand 


On  tranquil  land,  beneath  a sky  of  bliss. 
(Six  intervening  lines) 


(a)  And  in  thy  right  hand  lead  with  thee 


Or  < 


Or  the  twisted  eglantine. 

(Twelve  intervening  lines) 


( b ) Thou  hast  it  now:  king,  Cawdor,  Glamis,  all 


And  set  me  up  in  hope?  But  hush,  no  more. 
(Eight  intervening  lines) 


8 6.  What  contrast,  or  parallel,  does  Carlyle  draw  between 

Burns  and  Byron  regarding  the  social  position  they 
were  born  to,  their  mission,  their  attitude  toward 
the  world  and  the  success  of  their  lives? 


Values. 

6 7.  r 

Either J 


In  his  discussion  of  Burns’s  choice  of  subjects,  how 
does  Carlyle  describe  the  true  poet,  and  what  does 
he  say  regarding  the  external  conditions  necessary 
to  produce  one? 


Or 


“We  have  already  stated  the  error  of  Burns;  and 
mourned  over  it,  rather  than  blamed  it.” 

What  does  Carlyle  conceive  to  be  the  chief  error  in 
Burns’s  life?  Explain  in  full. 
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8. 


Either 


'What  is  Ruskin’s  teaching  regarding  the  relative 
dignity  of  work  “with  the  head”  and  work  “with 
J the  hand”?  What,  in  his  opinion,  determines  the 
J class  of  work  a man  does?  What  ideas  does  he 
- advance  for  bettering  the  lot  of  those  who  work 
“with  the  hand”? 


Or< 


'In  dealing  with  the  topic  of  “war  for  dominion”, 
Ruskin  gives  expression  to  his  ideas  on  the  form  a 
desire  for  power  should  take  in  the  minds  of  kings 
and  in  that  of  nations.  Summarize  briefly  what  he 
, has  to  say  on  this  subject. 


10  9.  In  what  way  had  Prospero  acquired  his  supernatural 

powers,  and  how  did  he  use  these  powers  to  confuse 
his  enemies  and  restore  himself  to  his  rightful 
position? 


10  10  fin  giving  us  her  picture  of  Cranford,  what  quality 

in  the  character  of  Peter  Jenkyns  does  Mrs.  Gaskell 
emphasize?  Give  an  account  of  the  incident  that 
Either  < caused  Peter  to  leave  home,  and  mention  the  chain 
of  circumstances  that  led  to  his  return.  In  what 
way  does  Peter  show,  after  settling  down  in  Cran- 
• ford,  that  his  earlier  character  remains  unchanged? 


'What,  according  to  Lytton,  was  the  condition  in  Eng- 
land that  led  to  the  exile  of  the  House  of  Godwin? 


Or < 


Give  an  account  of  Godwin’s  return  and  of  his  trial 
by  the  Witana-gemot,  bringing  particularly  into 
focus  the  part  played  in  events  by  Harold. 
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